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St. Jo n x xviii. 36. 
u Kingdom is not of this World. 


- 


Vr is an Obſervation no lefs true than anci- 
ent; that, conſidering the Degeneracy and 
Corruption of Human Nature, there is 

ſcarge any Propoſition, however abſurd 1n 

. it ſelf, and pernicious in its Conſequences; but 

has been, or may be, by ſome one or other, aſ- 
ſerted and maintain'd ; no Precept, or Doctrine 
of Man, or even of the God who made him; but 
may be perverted to a Purpoſe quite. contrary 
£ fo, or at leaſt quite beſide, its original Meaning 
and Intention. And yet notwithſtanding we are 
thus forewarn'd. by the Teſtimony of preceding 
Ages, and by the more particular Experience of 
our own; we cannot but ſtand amaz'd to m_ 
that from the Text which I have now read, 
-) ſonld ever be argued; that becauſe our — 8 
3 © Kingdom is not 57 this World, therefore it is 
8 impoöſſible he ſhould have any Miaiſters « in it, 


In the Words tbeinieipes two Thingi ate con- 
i the one en the other aſſerted. | 


&S ©: 01:55: 


(2) 
1. That our Saviour is a King | 
II. That his Kingdom is nat of this World. 


we cannot conceal it) by a Biſhop of our Church. 


I. The Kingdom of Chriſt is his Church; and 


that both Triumphant in Heaven, and Militant on 
Earth. For between theſe two there is 4 near and 
ſtrict Relation, or Bond of Unity; which is de- 
clar'd in that Article of our Creed (founded up- 
on plain Texts of Scripture, and undermin'd 
by a Doctrine lately preach'd upon This) in 
which we profeſs to believe the Communion of 
Saints, The Church Militant comprehends the 
whole: Society of thoſe upon Earth, who are bap- 
tiz d into the Faith of:Chriſt, and govern'd by 
an Authority deriv'd from him. This lat- 
ter is neceſſary to the Being of his * 
| 2 om, 


2 renn 1 G th a 1 PS * 


C87 
dom, or Church, properly ſo called: i. e. as 
it is «84 Society: And without that Circumſtance 
there is, I believe, but one Perſon in the World 
who has any Idea of a Church. For ſince our 
bleſſed Saviour was not always to govern it in 
his ow Perſon here on Earth; he appointed cer- 
tain Delegates, called Apoſtles, to be its Rulers 
under him, and by Virtue of his Commiſſion; 
which he gave them in the moſt ſolemn manner. 
All Power is given unto ine both in Heaven and in 
Earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all Nations, bap- 
tizing them in the Name of the Father, and of t e 
Sen, atid of the Hely Ghoſt. Matth. 28. 18, 19, 
And John 20. 21. As.my Father bath ſent me, even 
ſo ſend ¶ you, 5. e. with the ſame Power and Au- 
thority, to propagate and govern the Church, 
In purſuance of this Commiſſion, the Apoſtles did 
accordingly govern the . Church, and appoint 
others to govern after them. Thus St. Paul or- 
dain d Timothy, and Titus; and the former of theſe 
is commanded to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man. 
I Tim. 5. 22. Which ſhews, that the Impoſition 
of Hands, or the Power of Ordination, belong d 
to his Office. And to the latter the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks thus, For this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, 
that thou ſhouldſt ſet in order the things that are 
wanting, and or dain Elders in every City, as 1 had 
2 «<ppointed thee, Tit. 1. 5. This Eccleſiaſtical Go» 
7 vernment, if not in the Time of the Apoſtles 
khemſelves, yet moſt certainly in that of their 
immediate Succeſſbrs, was Epiſcopal; and admi- 
niſter'd by the Three Orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons: and fo it has continu'd to this 
very Day, | | 


Such 


5 
Such is the Kingdom of Chriſt in this World: 
But all this while it is not of this World: For 
between thoſe two things there is a wide diffe- 
rence. Divine Inſpiration was once, and the 
Grace of God (ſome of it, *tis to be hop'd) ſtill 
is in this World, as wicked as it is: but neither 
was ever of it. And a Traveller, we know, may 
be in a Country which he is not of. This Diſtin- 
ction, one would think, is plain enough. And yet 
(as it will appear from what ſhall be diſcourſed) 
it has not been ſufficiently attended to in a Ser- 
mon upon the Words now before us. Our Sa- 
viour's Kingdom then is not of this World : that is 
to ſay, it is not of a Secular or Temporal, but 
of a Divine and Spiritual Nature. But even This 
latter is far from excluding all viſible Authority, 
as ſhall be ſhewn in its proper Place. For the 
more particular Proofs of what is here opened 
ſhall be produced under my Second Head; Truth 
being always confirmed and eſtabliſhed, and 
more fully diſplay'd, by the Detection and Con- 

futation of its 'Contrary. 0 En. | 


II. I proceed therefore in the Second Place to 
conſider the Doctrines advanced in the Sermon 
above-mentioned ; and the inconcluſive Rea ſo- 
nings upon which they are grounde. 


And here I have engaged in one of the moſt © 
diſagreeable Tasks, that ever 1 undertook. Con- 
troverſies in Religion are unpleaſant to all good 

Chriſtians: and thoſe Controverſies more eſpe- 
clally, in which inferior Perſons find themſelves 
obliged in Conſcience to oppoſe their Superiors. 
But if this be always hard; it is ſometimes neceſ- | 


fry 
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fary too: and it is the more ſo, by how much 


the- more eminent is the Station of Thoſe, by 


whom erroneous and dangerous Tenets are 
maintained : Becauſe the Authority of their great 
Names has ſo much the more ſpreading and ma- 
lignant an Influence upon the Minds of the Peo- 
ple. In the Primitive Church, ſome of the moſt 
noted Hereſiarchs were Biſhops; and, as ſuch, 
were oppoſed and confuted by Presbyters, as 
well as by Thoſe of their own Order. I might 
here properly enough alledge the Example of 
this very Prelate himſelf. But be that as it will; 


however I may expreſs my ſelf with a juſt In- 


1 7 againſt the Principles he advances; 
1 ſhall be ſure to have a due regard to his high, 
and holy Function. If his Poſitions be true; 
he has little reaſon to inſiſt upon the Diſt inction 
between the ſuperior, and inferior Miniſters of 
Jeſos Chriſt ; for from thoſe Poſitions it will ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that Jeſus Chriſt has no Mini- 
ſters at all. } 1 


The Subſtance of what he inſſts upon, may, 
I think, be gathered into theſe Three Aſſertions. 


J. & That the Kingdom of Chriſt is the ſame 
with the Church of Chriſt k.. 


II. That the Church of Chriſt is the + © Num- 
* ber of Men, whether ſmall, or great,diſperſed; 
or united; who truly and ſincerely are Subjects 
to Jeſus Chriſt alone, as their Lawgiver and 
4, ( . (HIV1S. 2-4 90 
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fable Governours, Judges, or Interpreters; 


| (6) | 
© Judge, in Matters relating to the Favour of 
* God, and their eternal Salvation. And there- 


e | | 1 
III. That in this Church there are * no © vi- 


And that there are not, appears from theſe Two 
Reaſons : © becauſe Chriſt's F ic not 
« this World: And becauſe if there were ſuch 
« Governours, Judges, cc. They would be 
« Kings, not Chriſt z and Rule in their own 
« Kingdom, not in his. | 5912 


This ſeems to ſet his Doctrise in a clearer 
Light, than that Method which he himſeif hath 
choſen. For his two Heads (as they are called) 
are to me very ſtrange ones. I ſay, to me; For 
1 caſt his Thoughts into this Order, only to 
make them plainer fo my «wn Apprehenſcon. But 
however I may differ from him in Ader bod, I 

will not know ingliy miſrepreſent his Ae aningn- 


Eis firſt Propoſition is true; That the King- 
dem of Chriſt is the ſame with the Church of 
Chriſt. But then he fo explains thoſe Words; 
as utterly to deſtroy the b bow. - ſignified by 
them; or (if you pleaſe) the one 7 dien den 
by both. I would williogly obviate all Miſun- 
derſtandings, If the Words diſpersd, or united, 
in his' ſtrange Defigition-of a Church, be uſed as 
P Place only q that 

of his Account is true. If they relate to 

ery. or Communion of Members with each 
other, I conceive it is not ſo: In that Seuſe, (if 
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there be any Church at all) they muſt be wired, 
and cannot be diſperſed. And it is very plain 
that he would have thoſe Words fo under ſtood, 
as to leave it indifferent whether there be any 
Communion, or not: tho! theſe ambiguous Terms 
might-be made uſe of, to ferve for a Salvo upon 
occaſion. By the main Scope of bis Diſcourſe in- 
deed he makes it impoſſible that there ſhould be 
any; but thoſe Words only make it indifferent 
whether there be any, or not. And that fuch is 
his Meaning appears from this very Definition, 
or rather Anti-Definition, it ſelf. For whereas 
1 believe, every Body, but He, concaves Society, 
and Communion, to be eſſential to a Church; 
according to that of the Apoſtle, Eph. ii. 19, 
20, 21. Te are Fellow Citizens with the Saints, 
and of the Houſhold of God; and are built upon 
the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf being the chief-corner Stone; in whom 
all the Building fitly framed together, groweth unte 
an holy Temple in the Lord : And according to 
our tth Article; The viſible Church of Chriſt i 
4 Congregation of faithful Men, in which the Word 
of God ts Prench'd, and the Sacraments be duly 
ad miniſtred according to Chriſt's Ordinance. In 


the Account given us of a Church by this Biſhop, 


there is not che leaſt Hint of any thing relating 
to Society, any more than to Preaching, or Sacra- 
tuents. Nay, he does not ſo much as afford us 
the Word Congregation uſed in the Article above 
eited ʒ hut eures Number in its room, ic 
cannot be'a\ltedged that tho” thoſe Circumſtance: 
Communion, Preaching, and Sacraments be not 
expreſſed in this Definition, yet they may by a 
good” Cavilter be Jpun out of its Bowels ;, becauſe 
Men cannot be be truly and ſincerely. Subjat$rto 
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Feſus Chriſt, unleſs they live in ſuch Communion, 
and partake of ſuch Ordinances : This, I ay, 
cannot be alledged. For Frſt, It muſt be a won- 
derful Definition which omits ſome of the eſſen- 
tial Characters of the Thing defined, and leaves 
them only to be drawn out by Conſequence, and 
Deduction. But, 24ly, This Account is not only 
deſective, but ſomething worſe. The Circumſtan- 
ces we inſiſt upon are not only not expreſſed, but 
conſequentially excluded. If Chriſtians muſt in 
Matters of Salvation be ſubjects to Chriſt alone; 
there's an end of all Eccleſiaſtical Ordinances. 
But a fuller Diſcuſſion of This falls more properly 
under the next Aſſertion; for he very frankly 
explains himſelf upon this Subject in many ex- 
preſs Paſſages of his Sermon. The next Poſiti- 
on therefore is this: * : 
© © That “ ia this Church, or Kingdom, with 
{© regard to the Affairs of Conſcience, and eter- 
& nal Salvation, Chriſt hath left behind him no 
_ E yifible, human Authority; no Vicegerents to 
« ſupply his Place; no Interpreters upon whom 
& his Subjects are abſolutely to depend; no 
4 Judges over the Conſciences, or Religion of 
© his People. Theſe are the hopeful Points of 

Arine raiſed from the Text: And they are 
backed by ſuch a Train of Argumentation, as. 1 
verily believe never, till now, appear'd in the 
World, ſince Reaſon; was in Being. But before 1 
come to examine the Proofs, it ill be proper, in 
the Aſſertion it ſelf; to obſerve the Conſtruction 
df thoſe Words; no viſible, human Authority. 
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Suppoſe. there be none fuch in the Church; can 


there not be 4 viſible, divine Authority? And 
that too relating in ſome Meaſure to Things in 
this World; tho' it be not at all of it? But by 
that Expreſſion. no viſible human Authority, we 
ſhall be told he. means no viſible Authority in 
Man. Tho' I am perſwaded this is the firſt 
time that ever it was fo uſed, and tis a ſtrange 
dark Soleciſm of Words, for ſo clear, and exact 
a Writer, and one who is ſo careful not to be 
miſſed by Sounds; Yet let This be his Senſe: 
This then is what we abſolutely, and totally de- 
ny; and which he endeavours to prove by Two 
Arguments. 1 | (5 

The firſt is drawu from the Words of the 
Text it ſelf. * © As the Church of Chriſt, ſays 
* He, is the Kingdom of Chriſt, He himſelf is 
« King.” Yes, doubtleſs. © And in that it is 
* implied that he himſelf is the ſole La- giver 


© to his Subjects, and himſelf the /ole Judge of 


their Behaviour, in. the Affairs of Conſcience 
« and Salvation.“ Why ſo? And in ar at; 


© therefore, bis Kingdom is not of this World, 


that he hath in thoſe Points left bebind him no 


© viſible human Authority, &c. Here is no 
Reaſon given it is ſo implied: But that is his 
way of Arguing thro' the whole; of which more 
hereafter. But his Inference, as I ahove hinted, 
proceeds from his not diſtinguſhing between the 
Particles of, and in. Eccleſiaſticat Power is not 
of this World: Beeavſe it is derived from Hea- 
ven, and is of a divine, and ſpiritual Nature: 
But it is in this World for all That; nay, it 
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(10) 
partly relates to Things not only in, but of this 
World ; tho? chiefly to thoſe of the next. The 
Occaſion of our Saviour's ſpeaking theſe Words 
to Pilate, was to- obviate an Objection, which 


both Romans, and Jews, were always ready to 


urge againſt him; that he affected a Temporal 
Kingdom over the latter. But does it follow 
that becauſe he was no Rival to Tiberius in the 
fecular Government; therefore he intended to 
have no Miniſters i» this World with relation to 
his Kingdom which is not of it? Te are from be- 
neath (ſays our Saviour to the Fews in another 
place of this Goſpel) J m from above : Ye are of 
this World, I am not of this World, John viii. 20. 
But both They, and He were in it. And 


addreſſing himſelf to the Father, and ſpeaking 


of Himſelf, and his Diſciple to whom He gave 
the Authority which we are now conſidering : 
John xvii. 11. And now I am (i. e. 1 very ſpeedi- 
Iy ſhall be) no more in the World, but theſe are in 
the World, and I come to thee, And wer. 14: 
The World hath hated them, becauſe they are not 
. — World, even as 1 am not of the World. His 

iſciples we ſee (i. e. his Diſciples as ſuch) were 
not of the World; tho' they were in it; and 
the ſame may be ſaid of the Authority with 


which they were inveſted. Nay farther, the 
Biſhop ſeems to forget himſelf, even with re- 
* to the Things of this World, moſt-proper- 


and ſtrictly ſpeaking. For in that part of 
his Argument which is taken from the Rewards 


. of Chriſtianity, He affirms * that © all the San- 
. © Rions which our Saviour thought fit to give 


* to his Laws were not of this World at all.” 


* Page 19. 
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No? Not at all? Is there Nothing of this Kind 
in that Beatitude of our Saviour; Blefſed are the 
Meek For they fhall inherit the Earth? Nor in 
| thoſe Words of his; Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of 
God, and his Righteouſneſs; and all theſe things, 
| (viz. Temporal Conveniences, of which he had 
been ſpeaking before) ſhall be added unto you ? 
Mat. 6. 33. And has S. Pæul no Meaning, when he 
ſays, Godlineſs is profitable to all things; having 
Promiſe of the Life which nom is, and of that which 
is to come? 1 Tim. 4. 8. That thoſe Rewards 
and Promiſes are neither ultimate, nor univerſal, 
that very little Streſs is to be ins vpn them, 
in compariſon of thoſe which not of t his 
World ; and therefore that theſe” Texts are to 
be taken in a quality'd Senſe, and with Reſtri- 
ction, and Limitation, I readily acknowledge: 
But ſure they mean 2 Temporal. And 
7 notwithitagading theſe plain Scriptures, the 

iſhop affirms, * that “ the Laws of Chriſt's 
„ Kingdom, as He left them, have Nothing of 
* this World in their View”: And then goes 
on thus; T“ No Tendency either to the Exal- 
tation of Some ja Worldly Pomp, and Dig- 
© nity z or to their abſolute Dominion oy 
© the Faith and Religious Conduct of Others of 
* his Subjects; or to the erecting of any ſort 
of Temporal Kingdom, under the Covert, and 
„ Name of a Spiritual one”. They have 10 
Tendency, I confeſs, to the Exaltation of Some 
in Werldly Pamp, aud Dignity : For Example, not 
to the Exaltatioa of Thoſe, who plead againſt 
the very Being of their own Order; breach 
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Doctrines which directly tend to the unhing- 
ing our Religion; and publickly impugn That 
Cauſe, which they are bound by the molt ſa- 
cred Ties of Conſcience to defend: doing the 
beſt of their Endeavours to introduce Anar- 
chy, and Confuſion into the Church, and 'to 
eſtabliſh Hereſy , © Libertiniſm , Infidelity, and 
Atheiſm, upon the Ruins of Chriſtianity. | 


As to the erefting of any ſort of Temporal 
Kingdom undgr the Covert and Name of a Spiri- 
tual one; This is a home Stroke at Something; 
and I am in' the 13 of all reaſonable, 
and equitable Perſons, whether, according to 
this Acconnt, there can'be any Church upon 
Earth: which He ſeems to call a Temporal King- 
dom, tho? at the ſame time He himſelf takes 
notice that it is at leaſt pretended to be Spiri- 
taal; and it has a thouſand times over been 
prov'd to be ſuch. e 


His other Argument is this: That if there 
were ſuch Vicegerents, Lawgivers, Judges, and 
Interpreters of Laws in the Church or Kingdom 
of Chriſt, as we imagine; * they would be 
Kings, not Chriſt, and rule in their ow 

+ Kingdom, not in his. 


Io which 1 anſwer, 1. That were this Rea- 
ſoning from Conſequences much "ſtronger than 
at preſent it happens to be; ſtill there is no true 
Reaſoning from Conſequences againſt Fact. This 
Biſhop, it ſeems, is of Opinion that it is abſurd #0 


—_— 
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ſuppoſe. ſuch a Power in the Church: We prove 
that there attually is ſuch a Power in the Church. 
I have already produced ſeveral Texts of Scrip- 
ture to evince that our Saviour has appointed 
Miaiſters in his Kingdom; (amazing it is, that we 
ſhould, at this time of day, be put upon the Proof 
of ſuch a Point, and that too hy one of his Prime 
Miniſters) and I ſhall here mention one more 
among many others: And he gave ſome Apoſtles, 
and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome 
Paſtors and Teachers, for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edi- 
Hing of the Body of Chriſt, Eph. 4. 11, 12. Here 
Church Authority, and Church Communion, are both 
as expreſly aſſerted as Words will allow. And 
J now moreover add, that our Saviour's Dele- 
gates or Subſtitutes anſwer to all the Three 
Offices which he bears; They are his ſubordinate 
Prieſts, as he is High Prieſt; his ſubordinate 
Preachers, as he is Prophet; and his Miniſters,as 
he is King. Shall we be told, that tho' theſe are 
his Miniſters; yet they have no Authority from 
him either to decide, or judge, to interpret old 
Laws, or to make new ones; or any way to act 
under him, and for him? If this be the Caſe; I 
deſire to be inform'd what we are to underſtand 
by a Miniſter of any Prince, either Temporal 
or Spiritual? | 


But, Secondly, Why muſt Miniſtry, Vicege- 
berge Judging, Interpreting, Law- making, &c. 
e neceſſarily deſtructive of the Supreme Aut ho- 
rity ? One would have expected, that an Argu- 
ment ſo entirely novel and ſingular might have 
been enforc'd with ſome ſort of, at leaſt, ſeeming 
Reaſons. But, to our great e 


Arp their Supreme Legillative Power, is ſo far 


(14) 

here is not the leaſt Attempt of that Kind. How 
does he prove this ſtrange Aſſertion? Why, he 
repeats it about ten times over; and that is all 
the Proof that I can meet with. Since then there 
is nothing urged for it; let us ſee whether an 
thing can be urged againſt it. And here I conf 
my ſelf at a Loſs, The Propoſition is fo pro- 


digions; that there is no way to confure it but 


to ſhew it. Whatever is proved muſt be pro- 
ved by fomething plainer than it ſelf. And what 
can be more evident than this, that a Man in- 
veſted with Authority from Chriſt, and com- 
manded to execute it, does not impeach that 
Authority by executing it? Or in other Words, 
that he is not an Uſurper by being obedient ? 
The coatrary Aſſertion is this; That for a Man 
to act by Chriſt's Commiſſion and Command, is to 
uſurp his Kingdom. I have nothing to ſay, but 
to appeal to all the World whether this be con- 
ſiſtent with Reaſon, or Religion, or with the firſt 
Principles, and Foundations of Common Senſe ? 
And whether in its Conſequences, it does not 
ſtrike even at Civil Government, as well as 
overtura the Eccleſiaſtical ? 


No; ſays this Right Reverend Author: There 
is a Difference in the Caſes. ©** Human Legi- 
< ſlators can ſenſibly inter poſe; our Saviour ne- 
ver does. As to the former; Admitting they 
can; yet ſuppoſe they never ſhould : (for it does 
not follow that they will, becauſe he ſays fo : ) 
To ſay that then their Miniſters commiſſioned by 

hem, and aQtiag by their Authority would u- 


— 


** 
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at leaſt, and in that Caſe to deſtroy even Civil 
Goverament. But of This more hereafter. Our 
Saviour , he ſays, never interpoſes. Here the 
Word Infallibility is thrown in with regard to 
the Miniſters of the Church. This ſeems purely 
by way of Amuſement ; to puzzle, and confound; 
and hint ſomething about Popery : For the 
Word is Nothing at all to the Purpoſe ; Nobo- 
dy among us, that I know of, pretending to be 
infallible. But where is this Difference? Tem- 5 
ral Legiſlators cag © ſenſibly interpoſe in all 
+ Caſes in which their Interpoſition becomes ö 
© neceſſary” to aſſert the Interpretation of their | | 
Laws, &c. But our Saviour never does. Not 
ſenſibly, I acknowledge: But is there no ſuch 
Thing as the Guidance, and Influence. of his 
Holy Spirit; to inform the Underſtandings of b 
his Miniſters; to aſſiſt their Infirmities, and | | 
ö 
: 
| 


correct their Errors? Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the End of the World, Matth. 28. 20. 
Does net that 2 * ſomething of Interpoſition? 
But admitting that he never h interpoſed ; 
Certainly He may, if ever he thinks fit; and 
that too, if he pleaſes, in a ſenſible manner. The 
Reins of Government are ſtill in his own Hands; 
and he may reſume all delegated Authority, 
whenever he judges it proper ſo to do. But 
admitting yet farther, that as he never has, ſo 
he never will thus ſenſibly interpoſe 3 nay, that 
he. never. did, nor ever wil opal at all : 
Sure for that very reaſon the viſible deputed Au- 
- thority. in his Church, for which we are now 
contending, is ſo much the more neceſſary. Nor 
is his Kingdom thereby uſurped 3 ſince ſtill all 
depends upon hi Commiſſion, upon hi Will, 
and Pleaſure; and He might reſume all, if he 
1 , would, 


( 16 ) 
would, tho? it is now ſuppoſed he never intends 
it. This Diſtinction therefore is ſo far from 
aſſiſting its Author, that it proves directly a- 
gainſt him. To return to the other Branch of 
ic, upon which 1 promiſed to ſay ſomething 
more: Suppoſe a Temporal Prince were in 4 
Foreign Country, reſolving to continue there 
all the Days of his Life, taking no Cognizance 
of Affairs in his Own: Could not his Miniſters; 
notwithſtanding T his, be inveſted, if he plea- 
fed, even with unreſtrained Authority ? Would 
not that Non-interpoſition be it ſelf a Reaſon 
why they ſhould be ſo inveſted? And would 
it not be, ſ far as it related to that King- 
dom, during that Prince's Life, a Denial even 
of Civil Government, to ſay that thoſe Mini- 
ſters would uſurp their Sovereign's Authority, 
by acting in Purſuance of his Commiſſion, and 


Commands ? 


What is urged in the next Paragraph might 
well have been ſpared. Who pretends to have 
a Right to add to the Sanctions of Chriſt's 
« Laws; 5. e. to increaſe the Number, or alter 
<« the Nature of the Rewards, and Puniſhments 
* of his Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience, or 
Salvation? The Word Reward: eſpecially 
might have been omitted.” For (except in ſome 
few particular Caſes, and even in Thoſe the Re- 
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Sanctions of Laws made by Men, whether act- 
jag by Human, or Divine Authority, The Sub- 
jets are puniſhed for breaking them, but never 
rewarded for keeping them. If He means (and- 
if He does, his Meaning is very darkly ex- 
preſſed , and very little to his Purpoſe ) not 
Rewards annexed to the Laws, but voluntarily. 
confer'd by particular Perſons; yet even this 
way, how is either the Number of them increa- 
ſed, or the Nature of them alter'd ? The Num- 
ber of them, I think, is not determined: And 
in their Nature, they are (as | have ſhewn) two- 
fold; Temporal, and Eternal. Eternal ones 
can be confer'd by God only : but why may not 
Temporal ones be confer'd by Men? 

Puniſhments indeed are ſtrictiy, and properly 
inflicted by Human Legiſlat ors both Civil, and 
Eccleſiaſtical, in Matters of Conſcience, and 
Salvation; and no Harm done neither. The 
Number of the Puniſhments, as well as of the 
Rewards, of Chriſt's Subjects, I never yet heard 
determined; and ſo cannot ſay whether it be 
increaſed, or not. As to the Nature of them, 
thoſe which can be inflicted in this Life muſt be 
either Spiritual, or Temporal. Of the former 
Kind (chiefly, tho' not ſolely) is Excommunica- 
tion for Example: which the Church has a 
Right, and Authority from Chriſt to inflict. 
Temporal Penalties are ſufficiently known; and 
ſome even of theſe are allowed to be impoſed 
by Eccleſiaſtical Governors. I do not fay al- 
lowed by this Biſhop : For He © abſolutely eæ- 
* cludes & all other Legiſlators, and Judges, be- 
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ee ſides Chriſt, in Matters relating to Con ſci- 
& ence”: and Þ is not only agaiaſt © the Pains 
& of Priſons, Baniſhments, Fines, or any leſſer, 
« and more moderate Penalties, but alſo againſt 
“ the much leſſer negative Diſconragements that 
te belong to Human Society”. And why? Be- 
cauſe thoſe Things are not the © Inſtruments of 
4 Perſuafion ; Faith is not the Effect of Force; 
* and Penalties do not make Men think, and 
4 chuſe aright. How often ſoever this fort of 
Reaſoning has been urged; it is Nothing, at 
the Bottom, but Fallacy, and Amuſement. Pe- 
nalties are not the Inſtruments of Perſuaſion— 7 
Tho' I much queſtion the Truth even of That, 
ſo far as it relates to moderate, and gentle Pe- 
nalties (and we abhor the Thoughts of any 
more) yet ſuppoſe it to be univerſally true; 
Is perſuading, and convincing, the only Buſineſs 
of Legiſlators? Or indeed is it any part of their 
Buſineſs? Is it a Crime, or an Abſurdity in 
them, to do ſomething to ſecure the Conſti- 
tution? To perſuade, and convince, is the 
Task of private Perſons, not of the Laws; 
which are, or ought to be, entirely calculated 
for the Good of the Community, and the Se- 
curity of the Eſtabliſhment, whether Eccleſi- 
_ aſtical, or Civil. But all this affects our pre- 
ſent Circumſtances, ſo far only as it relates to 
the Negative Diſcouragements, as they are call- 
ed By- theſe, I ſuppoſe, are to be underſtood = 
Fncapacities to hold Offices of Truſt, Honour, 
and Profit. The Church, and the State are, 
if J miſtake not, equally Parts of our Conſti- 
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tution: And for Perſons to have a Share in 
the Government, who are not of the Conſti- 
tution, is, I humbly preſume, abſurd in it ſelf, 
deſtruQtive. in its Conſequences, and a Thing 
unheard of in any Age, or Nation. 


And what ſort of Proof is there offered 
againſt all theſe. Diſcouragements , whether 
negative, or poſitive? Why, Þ © the Sanctions 
© of Chriſt's Laws are Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments: But of what ſort ! Not the Rewards 
« of this World, not the Offices, or Glories 
© ef this State: Nor the Pains of Priſons, &c.” 
Suppoſiag, but not granting (for I have prov'd 
the contrary) that the Rewards and Puniſh» 
ments immediately annexed to Chriſt's Laws 
by Chriſt him/e/f had no View to this World: 


yet it does not follow that Thoſe who are 


impowered by him to be Legiſlators under 
him, may not enact any Laws not 2 
to thoſe which He himſelf hath delivered. 
This would hold good, even tho? the Biſhop's 


Aſſertion in another Part of his Sermon were 


true, which yet it is not; * that we © read no- 
* thing in his Doctrine about his own King» 
dom, of taking in the Concerns of this 


„World, and mixing them with Thoſe f 


“Eternity: no Commands that the Frowns 
and Diſcouragements of this preſent State 
* ſhould in any Caſe attend upon Conſcience, 
* and Religion“. 1 ſay, even if This were 
true; it would not prove the Point propoſed : 
Becauſe tho our Saviour's Doctrine ſhould 
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(20) 
be allowed to have nothing of This, it has 
nothing contrary to it; which is ſufficient. 
But beſides: The Doctrine of St. Paul is vir- 
tually the Doctrine of our Saviour. And yet 
He ſays ſomething about the Rod, as well as 
about the Spirit of Meekneſs : 1 Cor. 4. 21. 
About delivering a Man to Satan, for the De- 
ſtruction of the Fleſh. 1 Cor. 5. 5. And it was 
not for nothing that our SAVIOUR himſelf 
ſaid, If He refuſe to hear the Church; let him 
be unto thee 4s a Heathen Man, and 4 Publi- 
can. Matth. 18. 17. It will not avail to ſay that 
all this is Spiritual Penalty: For beſides that 
Temporal, and Spiritual ones are by this Wri- 
ter equally deny'd ; Excommunication is of a 
mix'd Nature, chiefly Spiritual indeed , but 
partly Temporal. And a Man upon whom 
the Sentence of it is denounced, is certainly 
under the Frowns, and Diſcouragements of the 
preſent State. But the Biſhop is not only of- 
fended with all Kinds of Puniſhment, whether 
Temporal or Spiritual, whether inflicted by 
Civil, or Eccleſiaſtical Power; in Matters of 
Conſcience and Religion; but with a Þ+ *Fudg- 
< ment over the Conſciences of Men, which 
He calls aſſuming the Determination of ſuch 
Points as cannot be determined, but by Ore 
* who knows the Hearts”. But cannot a Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt decide a Point of Conſcience, 
without pretending to know the Hearts of 
Men? Cannot the Caſe be ſtated to him; and 
He determine accordingly? Can He not by his 
Studies be ill d, and # He not by his Office 
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impowered to determine in ſuch Caſes? It 
may as well be argu'd, that becauſe a learn- 
ed Lawyer, or judge, is not a Searcher of 
Hearts ; therefore He has neither Skill, nor Au- 
thority to determine a Point of Law upon 
which his Opinion is demanded. Nay, the 
Argument will as well hold againſt the De- 
termination of all the Judges put together: 
For They, I think, do not pretend either to 
Infallibility, or to Omniſcience. But as I have 
elſewhere | conſidered the Caſe of Reaſon, 
and Authority, private Judgment, the Power 
of the Church in interpreting the Scriptures, 
and fixing and aſcertaining difficult Points of 
Divinity, as alſo that of particular Divines in 
deciding particular Caſes of Conſcience, and 
the like: I ſhall ay no more of it here, but 
refer to what has been there diſcourſed. 

„ The Matter, * He tells us, is not at all 
© made better by their declaring themſelves to 
& be Vicegerents, or Law-makers, or Judges un- 
$ der Chriſt, &c.” Here ſeems to be a Pro- 
miſe of ſomething. New, and an Anſwer: to 
an Objection which might be urged. Whether 
it be ſo, or not; let any one judge upon read- 
ing the whole Paflage. To ſhew the ſtrong 
Reaſoning of which: I ſhall only at two pro- 
per Periods inſert what I have already pro- 
ved, and He has not ſo much as attempted to 
diſprove ; viz. that the Miniſters receive their 
Authority from Chriſt : and then let us ſe 


- + Preſeruative againſt unſettled . Notions, and want of 
Principles in Religion. Diſcourſe the Firſt. 
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what a Face will be ſet upon it. Nor is 
* the Matter at all made better, by their 
„ declaring themſelves to be Vicegerents, or 
* Lamgivers, or Judges under Chriſt, in order 
* to carry on the Ends of his Kingdom. For 
it comes to this at laſt, ſince it doth not 
« ſeem fit to Chriſt to interpoſe, ſo as to 
« prevent, or remedy all their Miſtakes, and 
& Contradictions, that if they have this Power 
* of interpreting, or adding Laws, and judg- 
„ing Men in ſuch a Senſe, that Chriſtians 
& ſhall be indiſpenſably, and abſolutely obli- 
* ged to obey thoſe Laws, and ſubmit to 
e thoſe Deciſions : I ſay, if they have this 
4 Power lodged with them”, tho". Chriſt gave 
it them, and can, when he pleaſes, tale it from 
them : then the Kingdom in which they rule, 
« is not the Kingdom of Chriſt, but of them. 
* ſelves : He doth not rule it, but They. And 
* whether they happen to agree with - him; 
or differ from Him, as long as they. are 
© the. Lawgivers, and Judges, without any In- 
5 terpoſition from Chriſt, either to guide ar 
* correct their Decifions ;, They are Kings of 
© this Kingdom, and not Chriſt Jeſus” ;_ tho 
all the Authority they have, or pretend to, ts en- 
tirely derived from him. Thus, I fay, his Ar- 
gument would ſtand, were thoſe Words in - 
ſerted; and inſerted they may be; ſince they 
are true; and He has not ſo much as at» 
tempted to ſhew the contrary: Ad mirable 
eaſoning indeed! The Perfection of diſtinct 
Ideas, and clear Thinking, | 
Ihe next Paragraph begins with, If ſherefore; 
Here one would expect ſomething of an Inference, 
or Concluſion. And fo here is one, accordin 
2 L 
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do that compendious way of Reaſoning, called 


circular Arguing, or proving a Thing by it ſelf; 
or barely aſſerting it, without any Shew of Proof 
at all. For indeed 1n his whole Proceſs, and not 
in this Paragraph only, there is no New Medi- 
um from the Beginning to the End. But let us 
now conſider the Paſſage before us * If there- 
fore the Church of Chriſt be the Kingdom of 
< Chriſt, it is eſſential to it that Chriſt himſelf 
de the ſole Lawgiver, and ſole Judge of his 
Subjects in all Points relating to the Favour; 
< or Diſpleaſure of Almighty God“. I deny 
the Conſequence. © And that all his Subjects, 
in what Station ſoever they may be, are e- 


© qually Subjects to him.” © This Propoſition is 


* true, tho' not to the Purpoſe ;, And the Con- 
& ſequence again is falſe. And that no one 

< them, any more than another, hath Authort- 
* ty. No Proof of This. © To make new 
< Laws for Chriſt's Subjeas, or to impoſe a 
* Senſe upon the old Ones; which is the ſame 
Thing.“ This is no truer than the former.” 
To make a Law is one thing, to interpret it is 
another. Or to judge, ceaſure, or puniſh the 


« Servants of another Maſter, in Matters rela- . 


* ting purely ro Conſcience or Salvation. Still 
Dall This is graris dictum; and not proved ei- 
ther here, or any where elſe. After Fhis | am 
ſurprized at the next Sentence. If any Per- 
fon hath any other Notion either thro? a long 
* Ufe of Words with inconſiſtent Meanings, or 


«' thro* a Negligence of Thought; let hin as 


* himſelf, &c. This, I ay, furprizes me: Fot 
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do not remember that I ever before met with 
fuch an empty Repetition of Words, and ſuch 
a Negligence of Thought, as in this very Paſſage. 
Let him ask himſelf whether the Church of 
“ Chriſt be the Kingdom of Chriſt or not? Ves; 
it is: and what then? © And if it be; whether 
this Notion doth not abſolutely exclude all 
other Legiſlators, and Judges, in Matters 
relating to Conſcience and the Favour of God ? 
No; not ia the leaſt. Or whether it can be 
* his Kingdom, if any mortal Men have ſuch a 
& Power of Legillation, and judgment ia it? 
Yes; Why not? © This Enquiry will bring us 
© back to the firſt, which is the only true Ac- 
& count of the Church of Chriſt; That it is 
© the Number of Men whether ſmall, or great, 
„Cc. And ſo we are brought back to that 
choice Definition of a Church, which I have be- 
fore examined; and which, I confeſs, is fit to 
march in the Rear of ſo many welghty, and 
well-proved Propoſitions. 

But all this while, I have taken no Notice of 
that uſeful Word Abſolute, with a Negative pre- 
fix'd, as apply'd to the Authority of Church Go- 
vernours. Upon this I obſerve, 1/. That it is 
fometimes mentioned, and ſometimes drop'd ; 
ſo that the Reader may be deceived, where it is 
omitted; and the Writer have an Evaſion, 
where it is inſerted. This may deſerve a Name, 
which I will not give it. But 24h). Either this 
Word has ſome Meaning ; or it has none. If 
Nothing be meant by it, we need ſay nothing of 


it. If it ſignifies any thing; it muſt either be 


that the Authority of Church Governours is not 
ultimately, and finally deciſive with regard to 
all Beings, but that God has an Authority Supe- 
rior : And then tis what no Body denies ; and 

the 
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the Biſhop, only, combates a Phantom of his own 
r 


raiſing. e, that the ſame Authority is not 
_ decilive as to the Subjects of the Church, ſo as 
to ſilence them, and make them acquieſce in 
thoſe Deciſions; and then it is abſolutely falſe : 
and fo We are juſt where we were before. 
Having thus diſpatched his Two Heads, as 
ey are called, He advances to his Inferences⸗ 
Which are Three; Two of them are the ſame 
with his Premiſes ; and the Third but very lit- 
tle different from them. Nothing therefore now 
remains but from Them, and the other Parts of 
his Sermon, to make ſuch ſcattered Remarks, as 
may happen to fall in our Way. | 
He 740 Þ the Idol of 5 Authority, 
both in Belief, Worſhip, and Practice, i. . l ſip» 
Poſe ſuch an Authority as We contend for, re- 
moves the Minds of Chriſt's Subjects from Him, to 
weak and paſſionate Men. Notwithſtanding this 
ſoft Saying; A Man may be very weak, and yet 
not paſſionate : He may talk with great Coolneſs, 
and yet be both weak, and wicked : Notwith- 
ſanding ſuch his Coolneſs, He may be the worſt 
of Pleaders in the worlt of Cauſes; He m 
renouncs Common Reaſon to argue agal 
Common Honeſty ; or, in other Words, be 
diabolically Mad. In our bleſſed Saviour's 
time, when Demoniacks were frequent, we read 
of a dumb, and deaf Devil; and, for ought 1 
know, there might be ſuch a Thing, as a heavy 
and a dull one: 
He appears concerned that upon the Pretence 
of Church-Unity, every Body ſhould not be per- 
mitted to profeſs, and publiſh what He thinks 
fit. I have elſewhere * endeavoured to ſtate the 
1 Pp. 27. a Pr E 2 
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Caſe of Creeds, Articles, and Subſcriptions, the 
Authority of the Church to puniſn the Spreaders 
of wicked DoArines, and the Reaſonableneſs of 
that Authority, and alſo to anſwer all the mate- 
rial Obje&ions. And therefore I ſhall now only 
add, that whereas He ſays T. Both theſe Pre- 

tenſions (i. e. of the Neceſſity of requiring Peo- 
ple to profeſs what They do not believe, or not 
to profeſs what they do) are founded upon 
the miſtaken Notion of the Peace, as well as 
ce Authority of the Kingdom, i. e. the Church 
of Chriſt. I anſwer as to the former, that No- 
body among us requires any ſuch Thing. If 
They do not believe, they ought not to profef?. 
But then in Defence of the Churches Authority, 
and for the Preſervation of the Churches Peace; 
They ought not to be admitted into the Num- 
ber of its Miniſters. The Authority of the Church 
1] have already proved; and it does not follow 
that * it is founded upon the Ruins of Sincerity, 
and common Honeſty, becauſe ſome People who 
have neither (Thoſe, for Inſtance, who plead a- 
gainſt thoſe Doctrines, which they have in effect 
ſworn to defend) will for the ſake of Temporal 
Advantages profeſs what they do not believe. 
This is not the Churches Fault, but Theirs. If 
they do believe theſe Things; why do they ſcru- 

ple? If they do not; why do they profeſs? 
As to the Peace of the Church; what we are 
contending for is neither Stupidity, nor Sleep: + 
but Order, and Vniformity, Controverted Opi- 
nions of little Moment are not very dangerous; 
tho' even Thofe ought by private Perſons to be 
ſubmitted to the Authority of the Church, But 
— — — — | — 
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ſuppoſe a Man ſhould publickly, and in Print, 


blaſpheme Chriſt, or deny the Being of God: 
Will this Biſhop ſay, that the Church ought to 
encourage, or even to permit ſuch an Outrage, 
in order to prevent her own Sleep, or Stupidity ? 
His Argument from the ſuppoſed Prevention of 
Reformation is groundleſs, and fallacious. Our 
Church has ſufficiently declared that no Church 
has Authority to determine any Thing contra- 
ry to the Scriptures; nor does ſhe any where 
preclude the Judgment of private Perſons ; but 
only requires them to ſubmit to her Deciſions in 
abſtruſe Points of Divinity; of which, it is im- 
poſſible for the groſs of Mankind to be Judges : 
Tho' they may be, and ought to be ſo in the plain 
Points of Faith, and Practice, and the expreſs 
Declarations of the Word of God. So that not- 
withſtanding this | Eccleſiaſtical Authority; a 
Reformation may very well enſue, if ever the 
Church ſhall be ſo corrupt as to want one 
la Matters of Religion, and the Church, ſome 
Men among us, advance the Civil Government 
too high: Others the Eccleſiaſtical. But 1 leave 
it to be judged whether this Prelate be not a+ 
gainſt Both: Whether with reſpect to Conſci - 
ence and Salvation, He be not for immediate- 
ly putting down all Rule, and all Authority, and 
Power: Þ I fay immediately, and before his Re- 
deemer thinks fit to do ſo, by delivering up the 
Kingdom to God, even the Father: And all this 
out of pure Zeal for our Saviour's Sovereignty 2 
i. e. Whether He would not make Him a glo- 
rious King by deſtroying bis Kingdom: Whe⸗ 
ther He will either allow the Church any Au. 
thority herſelf, or the State, in' Matters of Re. 
ligion, any Authority to aſſiſt her. That che 
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Secular Power ſhould in theſe Points be called 


upon to countenance, or protect the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal, He takes to he contrary to Chriſt's Decla- 
ration, that his Kingdom is not of thu World, I 
think I have proved that there is no ſuch Con- 
trariety ; and I am ſure It is prophecy'd that 
Kings ſhall be Nurſing Fathers to the Church, and 
Queens Nur fing Mothers. If the Account gi- 
ven by him be true, I do not underſtand hew in 
the Prayer for the High Court of Parliament we 
can properly beſeech God to direct and proſper 
their Conſultationt, to the Advancement of bu 
Glory, and the Good of his Church. That his Do- 
ctrine concerning Temporal Penaltics and Inca- 
—— upon the Account of Conſcience, and 

eligion, ſtrikes at the Civil Legiſlature, as 
well as at the Eccleſiaſtical, and is favourable 
to the Papiſts, as well as to Proteſtant Sectaties; 


ate Truths which have been preſs'd upon him, and 


which it ſeems not in the Power of Sophiſtry to e- 


vade. But tho! both Papiſts andPresbyterians may 


be /o far obliged to Him ; yet neither will thank 
bim for the main Subſtance arid Tendency of his 
Doctrine: Which is indeed calculated for no Re- 
figlovs Sect that I know of, but the Ouakers. 
They perhaps may receive it; and "tis worthy 


of their Principles, and their Underſtandings. 
is D6ftrine, 1 a} en py fit Them: For 


df External Religion He ſays, “ Thoſe ate 
# Two Words which God bath pat aſunder, 
* and which therefore no Afar ſhould join to- 
« gether. I confeſs he adds this Parentheſis, 
in the Senſt fix'd upon them by many Chriſtians. 
But as He does fot tell us What that Senſe 
is, 3 thick Thoſe faving Words are of no 
great Signifhcancy 1 eſpecially gnce he does not 
3 Explain 


(6) 
explain himſelf. by informing us what Exter- 
nal Religion he at all approyes of, or whe- 
ther He at all approves of any. Nay , He 
expreſly aſſerts, F that ** Times, Places, Cere- 
monie, Imaginary Auſterities, and all other 
« outward Circumſtances, cannot be the leaſt 
« Part of a Man's Religion, properly ſo call- 
ed, any more than his Food, or his Rai- 
ment, or apy other Circumſtance of his Life. 
Whether properly ſo called is in this place in- 
tended to have any Meaning, or is another 
ſeeming Salvo of an Expreſſion, I know not. 
However it be; ſure thoſe Circumſtances may 
at leaſt be term'd Parts of Religion, properly 
fa called, with at leaſt a little more Proprie- 
ty, aud ſomething nearer to the Truth, than 
Food, or Raiment can: Becauſe the former have 
at leaſt a ſomewhat nearer Relation to Religion 
than the latter. But farther, to ſpeak the real 
Truth; As Man conſiſts of Twa Parts, a Soul, 
and a Body; his Religion muſt be partly (and 
indeed chiefly) Intergal, but partly External 
too: We are doubtleſs commanded, (and it 
would be ſtrange if we were not) to worſhip 
God in Spirit and in Truth: But we are like 
wiſe commanded to glorify him in Body, 4s wel 
pY > whe. bath which are his. 1 Cor. 6. 20. | 
The wonderful Account which this Author 
gives of Prayer, and the Lore of God, ſo as 
to exclude Heat, and en from Both, has 
no Relation to the Text; and therefore I fay 
no more of it, but that k believe ſuch an 
Account was never before given of either; 
and that it does not quite ſa much tend to deſtroy 
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lnternal Religion; as his main Doctrine does 

to deſtroy External. 4 ee FS, 
The Diſproof of his Tenets has taken up 
fo much Time, (too much, I fear, for your 
Patience) that I have none left to lament, 
and mourn for the unhappy Occaſion of this 
Difcourſe; Otherwiſe 1 could be very - copi- 
ous upon that melancholy Subject. All I can 
do, is to warn you againſt the Tendency not 
: only of ſuch Doctrines, but of theſe our un- 
fortunate ( God grant they may not prove 
fatal) Contentions. I have often put you in 
mind, that neither an unchriſtian Doctrine, 
nor the unchriſtian Practice of one, or a few 
Perſons, of how high and ſacred a Character 
ſoever, is any Argunient either againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, or the general Body of Chriſt's Mi- 
niſters. It has been properly and pertinently 
_ obſerved; that our LORD himſelf had but 
Twelve Apoſtles; and we never heard that 
the Apoltacy of one of 'em was any Reflecti- 
on upon the other Eleven. Fix, and ſettle 
This in your Thoughts; and pray earneſtly, 
and fervently, with more than a calm and 
wndiſturbed Addreſs, for the Peace of this our 
Jeruſalem: For the Sake of which, in Conſi- 
deration of the Principles I have been now 
oppoling , we may juſtly uſe the pathetical 
Words of the Royal Pfalmiſt : Ariſe, and buve 
= -  -- . Mercy upon Sion; for it is time that thon linve 
Mercy upon her; yea, the Time is come. 


Ho 
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— STSCRIPT. 


Hile rhis Diſeourſo was in tlie Preſs ; 
the World has been prefented with 
852 Reverend the Lora Bifbep of Ban- 
gor”s to the Reverend Dr. Snape“ Let. 
For: t Excellent Perſon is too well able 
to 4 himſelf, to need any A ſſiſtance, 
much leſs fuch as mine. I han ys 
While we are expecting his Re y, onl y pre- 
ſume to take Notice his Lordſhipꝰs 1 


ſo far it of en Serman, anc o farther 


Some Parts of it, if I miſtake not, are al 
ready anſwered in the Sermon it ſelf; by 
way of Anticipation, or by obviating Ob- 
jeftions: - For the reſt ; I defire to be "are 
ed, what we are to think of a Writer, who 
expreſſes himſelf in ſuch a manner, that 

can underftand him? For not on- 
ly Dr. Snape, and my felf,. but all the _ 
F | 


(32). | 
er Houſe of Convocation, and every Body 
elſe, as far as I can obſerve, have. it ſeems 
been entirely ignorant of his Meaning. And 
what ſort of Meaning muſt That be? A few 
particular Perſons indeed may, thro*.Preju- 
dice, and the Spirit of Contradiction, wil- 
fully wreſt; and pervert the Senſe of an 
Author: but *tis monſtrous to * the 
ſame bf all Mankind. And to all Mankind 
I appeal, to Adverſaries, as well as Friends; 
to Thoſe who approve of his Doctrine, as 
well as Thoſe who diſlike it; whether they 
did not apprehend his Sermon to have fome 
farther Aim, than a bare Denial of the In- 
fallibility of the Church of Rome, (for no 
other pretends to be infallible) and of the 
Conſequences following from it : Eſpecially, 
ſince in the whole Sermon, from the Begin- 
ning to the End, there is not one Word 
about that Church; no ſuch Word as Rome, 
Romiſh, Popery, or Popiſh, or any Expreſſion 
equivalent. So that it was, God knows, in 
the Integrity of my Heart, that I ſaid the 
Word I-falbbility ſeem'd to be thrown in 
purely by way of Amuſement, as being no- 
thing to the Purpoſe. I confeis his Doctrine, 
if true, would effectually prove that no 
Church is infallible ; but then it would 
prove much more; and 'tis for This Reaſon 
that we oppoſe it.” 55 
Us 14 | Nor 


+: an 


Nor does his explaining himſelf upon the 


Word Abſolute at all mend the Matter; 


but rather makes it worſe than it was be⸗ 
fore. | What I have already, tho very brief- 
1 ſaid upon it in the preceding Diſcourſe, 

ee 


ms to me ſufficient: but We ſhall now 


de more particular. 1 faid that as it is 


ſometimes mentioned, ſo it is ſometimes 
drop'd : This the Reader may obſerve in ſe: 


veral Paſſages which-T have cited. I ſhall 


now repeat one, becauſe it is very remark- 
able; and tho I have already produced it, 
yet it was with a different View. P. 16. 
Whether (the Querie, as it there appears, 
4 is equivalent to an Aſſertion) this Notion 
« of it (Chriſt's Kingdom) doth not abſo- 
« lutely exclude: all other Legiflators, and 
& Judges, in Matters relating to Conſcience, 
6 or the Favour of God; or whether it can 
ebe his Kingdom, if any Mortal Men have 


„ ſuch a Power of Legiſlation, and Judg- 


« ment in it. Here, I confeſs, the Wor 


abſolutely is uſed, and tis uſed emphatically”; 


But it is apply d to excluding, not to the L- 
giſlators, and Judges: I is not ſaid that 
their abſolute Authority is excluded, but that 
they are abſolutel) excluded; which is much 
more. Nor can [{uch] before [Power] have 


any reference to that Word; becauſe it is not 


F 2 mentioned 
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1 New Laws, or interpret Old Ones, rela- 


4 
mentioned in the whole Paragraph. In 
which tod it is aſſetted a little before, that 
ne one of Chriſt's Subjects more than ano- 


ther hath Authority. The reading the whole 
Paragraph will make NO Obſtet __ 


ſtronger. * 


But admitting that kv his Epithet, or 
this Adverb,were always inſerted in its 


ka abſolute Authority, 5. e. not ſuch a ane 
as obliges us to obey, without Examimari- 
on, or Confideration, whether ſuch Com- 
mand, are contrary to Chriſt's Will, or 
not : ( Words, by the way, which are not 
to whe found in the Sermon, but thought of 
_ Who ſays ſhe has? This is what No- 
wong us denies. But in diſcourſi 
1 upon it, He advances Doctrines 
the fare Tendency, and Reaſonings equally 
inconchuſive with Thoſe which I have been 
ednliderin in the foregoing Diſcourſe. If 
* (fays be by ar dent 10 af for bin 


« you mean an Abſolute: Anthority to make 


to the eternal Salvation of Chriſtians, 
i thei et 
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proper | 
place. He tells us that the Church has not | 
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& I do indeed maintain it, that he hath left 
* no ſuch abſolute Authority in any M A N, 
* or MEN. And I beg leave to maintain 
the contrary ; according to the Senſe in 
which I have explain'd my ſelf already; 
and which will further appear from hat 
I have now to offer. It does not in the leaſt 
make againſt my Aſſertion to ſay that the 
Subjects have a Right to examine; and are 
not to obey thoſe Commands which are 

ntrary to Chriſt's; which We all acknow- 
ledge. In this Cafe the Church hath not 
only no abſolate Authority, bat no Authority 
at all, And This indeed helps us to a Clue, 
which will unravel the whole Maze of the 
Fallacy. If the Church, or State, or Both, 
have any Lepillative Authority 4 all in 
Matters of Conſcience, or Salvation; it muſt 
be Abſolute ; as ell: Eegiflative Authority is, 
and muſt be. Sa, that in'my Opinion, - His 
Lordſhip might as well, or better, have fote 
out, and rounly aſſerted, that in theſe Points, 
the Legiſtarure both Ecclefiaftical, and Civil, 
hath wo Authority whatſoever ; than have rai- 
ed ſuch a Cloud of Duſt, about the Word 
Abſolate. SOLID INOS MT FA ON 

He ſays + that if upon Examination, he 
finds the Inſtructions (of Church Governours) 
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to be agreeable to the Will of Chriſt, He 
obeys them; but not becauſe of their Autho- 
rity, but of CHriſt's. If otherwiſe; We all 


grant he is not to obey them. True: But 


15 there no Medium een Theſe two 
Caſes? Are there not ſome things, relati 

to Conſcience; and Religion, about which 
Chriſt hath determined — And. are. 
not Thoſe the Objects of human Laws, and 
Deciſions? The Forms and Modes of Worſbip 
relate to Religion: Difficult Points in Scrip- 
tyre, and Divini , relate to Conſcience and 


Salvation: In bot theſe ſome Men have Aus 


thority to determine; and that abſolute too, 
"by hey baye pe Authority properly ſo cal- 


"It is hege woche obſerved; that his Lord: | 


ſhip tells us how much Authority he 'dves 
not allow; but not ho- much he does al- 
low. For What he lays 
(a very low Word; Aurbority would have 
E. too high) © of : appointing Time, Place, 

or Ceremonies, relating to Religious Wor- 
« {hip, c. is, according to his Doctrine, 
juſt 0+ gy And therefore if He does 
not + ſee the Conſequence of it which he 
mentions ; 1 Hom I 1 er what woc 
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That Right in the Governors; if there be 
not in the Subjects an abſolute, and indiſ- 
penſable Obligation to Obedience? If they 
ate to obey, or diſobey, juſt as they thin 
fit; the Right of governing them is of no 

great Value. The Church of England (He 
tells us) +' is “ founded upon the noble 
“Claim of the Right of Chriſtians to judge 
« for:themſelves”?. It is ſo; and upon ano- 
ther 'Glaim too, which is no leſs Noble: I 
mean That of — in her ſelf of being 
abſolutely obe) d in Matters either indifferent 
in themſelves, or difficult to be underſtood. Not 


does this latter Claim interfere with the 


for me k. a 


What I have laid down being duly at- 
tended to; it will be eaſy to give an An- 
{wer to every ſeeming Argument, or real Eva- 


ſion in the Piece before us, fo far as it re- 


lates to the Subject of my Diſcourſe. I ut- 
terly deny therefore that by our Conceſſion 
concerning the Right of private Perſons to 
examine, and their Duty not-to obey what 
is contrary to Chriſt's Commands, we cut 
off * all Interpretations of Chriſt's Laws, 
all impoſed Terms, Creeds, Articles, Oc. 
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be contrary to GA; But it is 

. hoped it does not therefore fallow 
that the whole Civil 2 W 
Abſolute Authority. 
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